DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


AMUAL'  REPORT  OF  iISDICi\I.  OTFICSR  OP  REALTH  FOR  1954: 


•With  the  Annual  Reports  of  (a)  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


and  (b)  Water  and  Se?;-erage  Engineer  attached. 
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1HE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  DEPWADE 


The  Annual  Rep  or  t' of  > the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1954. 


Mr , Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the*,  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1954* 


I,  In tr  oduc  ti on 


Apart  from' a measles  epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and 
a moderate  amount' of  whooping-cough,  the  state  of  health  of  "the 
community  of  Depwade  Dis  tr ic t mainta ined  a high  level. 

The  population  of  Depwade  Rural  District  remains  steady;  the 
estimated  population' for  1954  is  18,150.  The  hirth  rate  for  this 
period  was  very  much  the' same  and  the  death  rate  a little  higher 
than  that  of  England  and  Vlfales  for  the  same  period.  But  it  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  there  were  only  two  infant  deaths.  And  here 
it  should  be  stated  that  there  were  only  four  infant  deaths  recorded 
for  the  whole  of  Area  5,  while  the  births  xirere  560,  giving  a 
remarkably  low.  inf  ant  death  rate  of  7,1  per  1,000  live  births, 

A list  of  the  more  important  enactments  of  public  health 
interest  introduced  in  1954  are  included  in  this  Report  as  an 
indication  of  present  trends  and  advances  in  the  promotion  of 
public  health. 

During  the  year  particular  interest  was  focussed  on  certain 
advances  in  the  control  of  communicable  diseases:  the  use  of  a 
vaccine  for  the.  control  of  poliomyelitis;  the  In'tr oduc tion,  to  a 
limited  extent,  of  B.C.G,  vaccination  in  Norfolk  for  the  better 
protection  of  school-leavers  against  tuberculosis;  the  addition 
of  tetanus  toxoid  to  the  diphtheria-whooping  cough  prophylatic  in 
general  use  for  the  immunisation  of  infants.  The  inoculation  thus 
used  is  knovm  as  trlp'le  antigen".  Furthermore,  the  decision  to 
create  in  Norfolk  specified  areas  (Depwade  Rural  District  is  now 
one  of  these)  wherein  only  heat-treated  milk  or  milk  from  T,T, herds 
may  be  offered  for  sale,  is  designed,  of  course,  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis. 

In  recent  tiriies  there  is.  a tendency  to  a general  increase  in 
cases  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery.  Fortunately,  the  Depwade 
District  showed  a reduction  in  cases  in  1954  compared  with  the 
previous  'tv\?o  years, 

Vi/ith  the  ending  of  meat  rationing,  the  re-introduction  of  the 
local  licensed  slaughter-house  was  a feature  of  the  year. 

The  number  b'f  fatal  home  accidents  in  England  and  Wales  is 
increa'B'ing  year  by  year.  In  children  between  ..the'  ages  of  one  and 
four  years  a fa.'tal  home  accident  is  now  the  third  largest  cause 
of  de  a th  , 

As  the  years  go  by  problems  affecting  the  social  and  medical 
welfare  of  the  aged  will  require  increasing  attention.  In  1951 
there  were  s ix-and-three-quar 'ter  million  people  of  pensionable  age; 
it  is  estimated  that  by  1979  there  will  be  nine-and-a-half  million 
people  of  pensionable  age  while  the  number  of  persons  of  working  age 
will  remain  much  the  same  as  in  1951, 


< 


II,  Admin  Is  ty  a tj  onr'" — 

Mr  ,P  .H,  Bowden  continued  duty  as  Sanitary  Inspector  to  your 
Council  until  his  retirement  on  30.9.54  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr ,P ,C .Weeks , C ,S , I,B, ,M ,R , ,San . I, ,e  tc  , , Mr ,R ,D.Pr ichard  was 
, appointed  additional  Sanitary  Inspector-  on  9,8,54.  , Clerical 
as  s is  tanne  Ton  y our  -M-ed  ic  aT  Off  Tcor-  of  - Hoa-l  ttr  ■ was-  oarr  ied  • -ou:t  -by  - • 
the  Senior  Clerk  and  Staff  at  the  central  health  office,  Norwich. 


Ill,  Legis la tjon 

The  following  enactments  concerned  with  public  health  matters 
were  Introduced  or  were  under  consideration  in  1954, 

(a)  The  Housing:  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954 


"An  Act  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
clearance  and  re -deve lopmen t of  areas  of  unfit 
hous  ing  ac c ommod a ti on  and  f or  s e cur  ing  or 
promoting  the  reconditioning  and  maintenance,  of 

houses;  and  otherwise  to  amend  the  enactments 

relating  to  housing,  the  exercise  of  certain 
powers  relating  to  land,  and  rent,  control"  , 

( b ) Pood  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act  1954 

This  Act  provides  wider  and  additional 
legislation  for  improved  food  hygiene  as  compared 
'with  previous  Acts,,,  The  chief  purpose  is  the 
bet.ter  pro-fcection  of  the  public  against  the  risk  ^ 
of  injury  to  health  through  the  .medium  of  food. 

This  ■ is,  par  ticular  ly  necessary  as  a result  of  the 
present  day  development  of  communal  feeding.  The 
Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  in  November  but  will 
not  come  into  force  until  a date  appointed  by  the- 
Minister  of'  Poodo 

( c ) Slaughterhouses  Act  1954 

■Wi-th  the  ending  of  meat  rationing  in  1954,  local 
authorities  became  responsible  for  securing 
. adequa'fce  local  facilities  for  slaughtering, 

■(d)(i)  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act  1954  and 
(ii)  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of- Cruelty) 

Regulations  1954, 


This  Act  deals  with  the  licensing  of  premises  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals;  licensing  of  slaughtermen; 
humane  conditions  and,  penalties , . Ihe  drafting  of 

this  new  Act  had  its  origin  in  the  need  to  implement 
-fche  recommendations  of  the  Commit-fcee  of  Inquiry 
into  the  Slaugh-ber  of  Horses,  Ihe  detailed 
Preven'fcion  of  Cruelty  Regulations  are  an  extension 
of  powers  under  this  Act.  ■ 

(o)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk) 

(Amendment)  Regulations  1954 

Under  these  Regulations  south  east  Norfolk  has 
been  included  in  -what  is  known  as  a "specified 
area",  i.e.  an  area  in  which  only  specially 
■ designated  milk  - pasteurised,-  tuber  cul  in- tea  ted, 
and  sterilised  - may  be  sold.  The  special 
designation  "Accredited"  is  no  longer  permit-bed. 
Reference  to  further  recent  regulations  regarding 
the  .sale  of  milk  are  referre-d  to  in  -a  la-ber 
se'ction'-of  this  Report.,  .. 


IV , V i ta  1 S ta tls  tics 


( a ) Pp-pula.tl  on 

Ilie  Regis  ta?ar  General  estimates  the  population  of 
. Depwade  Rural  District  at  1-6, 150  compared  with 
18,040  in  1953. 

(b)  Bir ths . There  were  273  live  bir  ths  recorded  during 
^e  year;  15.3  males  and  120  females.  In  19’53 
the.re  were  .260  live  births.  There  were  ten  still 
births  and  twelve  illegitimate  births.  Ihe 
birth-rate  was,  therefore,  15,0  per  1,000  of  the 
resident  population  compared  with  15,2  for  England 
and  Wales, 

(c)  De  a ths  nunibered  235  (119  male  and  116  female)  compared 
with  200  deaths,  in  1953.  The  crude  death  rate  was-,, 
therefore,  12.9  compared  with  11.08  in  1953.  The 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11,3 

(<3.)  Infant  Mortality.  There  were  only  two  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  -of  age,  compared  with  eight 
deaths  in  1953.  One  of  these  was  due  to  congenital 
malformations  and  one  the  result  of  pneumonia.  The 
infant  death  rate  (i.e.  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
per  1,.00,0  live  births)  was  therefore  only  7,3 
compared  with  25.5  for  the  same  period  in  England 
and  Vitales, 

(e ) "The  Chanp:inff  .A^e  Structure  of  the  Population 

■Considerable  interest  has  been  focussed  on  the  change 
in  the  age  structure  of  the  population  of  England  and 
Wales  at  the  present  time.  The  fact  that  the  number 
of  old  people  in  the  population  is  steadily  increasing 
has  significant  social  and  economic  implications.  In 
the  introduction  to  the  Report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
*1953,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  comments  on  tiiis 
problem.  "One  of  the  canmonly  held  fallacies  is 
that  as  time  goes  on  the  proportion  of  the  population 
' in  the  normal  working  ages  will  be  materially  reduced. 
While  this  proportion  may  in  fact  become  slightly 
smaller,  the  main  long-term  change  to  be  expected 
is  that  there  will  be  on  the  one  hand  more  old 
people  and  on  the  other  fewer  children  in  the 
population.  We  are  in  fact  approaching  the  age 
distribution  to  be  expected  in  a stationary  population 
■ with  relatively  low  mortality.  The  main  implications 
of  this  change  for  our  health  services  are  already 
fairly  clear.  The  burden  of  ill  health  in  old 'people 
can  be  exceedingly  heavy  but  in  taking  steps  to 

r,  alleviate  that  burden  by  appropriate  preventive  care 
and  rehabilitation  we  can  also  ensure  that  the 
resources  of  the  health  services  are  not  unduly 
3 trained , 

One  factor  contributing  to  the  changes  in  age 
distribution  is  the  rapid  decline  in  the  birth  rate 
since,  the  beginning  of  the  century  and  its  recent 
tendency  to  settle  at  a level  just  sufficient  for 
each  generation  to  replace"  itself*  The  other  main 
factors  are  the  greatly  Increased  expectation  of 
life  of  the  Infant  at  birth,  the  contemporaneous  and 
accelerated  fall  in  the  Infant  mortality  rate  and 
the  remarkable  decline  in  mortality  among  children 
in  later  years.  Under  the  conditions  ruling  in 
1838-54  a male  infant  at  birth  might  have  been 
expected  to  live  rather  less  than  40  years.  By 
the  period  1871-80,  his  expectation  of  life  had 
increased  to  41,4  years.  Between  the  periods 
1881-90  and  1910-12  it  again  increased  to  49,2  years 
and  between  192  0 and  1952  to  an  expectation  of  more 
than  67  ye  ar  s of  1 if  e , 


This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  old  people  are 
living  much  longer,  and  any  impression  that  they' 
are  is.  a further  misconception  which  Is  not  borne 
out  by  the  statistics,  * Considering  the  expectation 
of  life  of  males  again,  we  find  that  the  expectation 
of  life  at  65  years  of  age  was  in  1838-54  10.8  years 

and  in  1952  . 12,0  years-.  Thus  old  people  are  not 
living  appreciably  longer.  What  is  happening  is 
'that  many  more  of  us  are  now  attaining  the  age  of 
65  than  was  the  case  formerly  and  it  is  only  in  "this 
sense  that  we  are  becoming  an  older  population j-  we 
are  still  a very  long  way  from  becoming  a nation  of 
centenarians^'  , 


Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  

(a)  684  cases  of  communicable  diseases,  were  notified  by 

general  practitioners  during  the  year  and  535  of 
these  were  cases  of  measles.  Measles  was  making  its 
usual  biennial  appearance,  • -- 

(b)  Slx^teen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (in'  the  mild  form 
characteristic  of  present  day  infections)  were 
notified.  Ten  of  these  occurred  in  the  5 to  9 age 
group.  The  usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  infection, 

(c)  There  were  seventy- three  cases  of  whooping-cough. 

It  is  reasonable  to  expect  a reduction  in  the  • - 
incidence  of  this  disease  in  future  years  as  a result 
of  the  fairly  extensive  inoculation  of  infants  with 
the  combined  d iph then ia -whooping  cough  antigen  which 
has  ^become  incre as  ingly'  popular  , 

(d)  Twelve  cases  of  Infective  Jaundice  were  notified; 
nearly  all-  of  these  occurred  amongst  school  children 
at  Earsham.  This  virus  disease,  of  which  we  have 
limited  knowledge,  is  notifiable  in  East  Anglia 
where  a special  study  of  the  disease  is  being  made. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  spread  by 
Infected  excreta  - a further  reason  for  careful 
personal  hygiene  backed  by  the  provision  of  modern 
sanitation. 

(e ) Bacillary  dysentery  of  the  Sonne  type  accounted  for 
seven  no  tif  ications^ , This  highly  infectious  disease 
is  difficult  to  eradicate  once  it  becomes  established 
in  a town  or  village  and  calls  for  the  detection  of 
symptomless  carriers.  Food-handlers  who  are  suspected 
or  pr oved , carr ler s are  excluded  from  work  until  cured 
by  treatment.  Strict  personal  hygiene  is  essential; 
written  instructions  on  precautions  to  be  taken  are 
issued  to  families  in  which  cases  occur, 

(f)  Poliomyelitis  is  another  disease  that  is  probably 
spread  by  faecal  matter  (as  , well  as  by  throat 
excretions).  It  is  ..cons  idered  to  be  . a highly 
infectious  disease  spread  by  intimate  association 
with  infected  persons.  As  in  the  case  of  dysentery 
written  advice  regarding  precautions  is  given  to 
families  in  which  a case  occurs. 

Three  cases  were  notified  in  the  Depwade  district 
during  1954, 


The  field  trial  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  sponsored 
by  the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis 
In  America  and  carried  out  on  a vast  scale,  in  19,5,4 
indicates  that  a vaccine  will  be  found  which  should 
prove  an  effective'  method  of  preventing  paralytic- 
poliomyelitis.  But  it  is  too 'early  to  foretell 
when  such  a vaccine  is  likely  to  be  In  general  use. 

■ Several  points  have  to  be  cleared  up:  how  long  will 
protection  last  after  a course  of  inoculations?;  at 
what  age  should  the  vaccine  be  given, in  order  to  obtain 
the  best  response?  What  should  be  the  exact  timing 
of  the  three  doses  necessary  for  full  immunity? 

Finally  and  most  important  ~ comes  the  "foolproofing" 
of  laboratory  production  in  which  the  responsibility 
is  great  because  the  working  margin  of  error  must  be 
small  enough  to  be  insignificant, 

(g)  Ihe  remaining . c ommunicable  diseases  notified  were: 
piieuniCnia,  23;  erysipelas,  9;  food  poisoning,  1; 

. malar  ih,  1;  .and  Weil's  disease,  1, 

(h)  Diphtheria  cases  are  no  longer  anticipated  in  our 
local  ’ s ta  tis  tics  . The  disease  has  not  been  completely 
eradicated,  however,  from  England  and  Wales;  but.  the 
dramatic  fall  in  cases  and  deaths  year  by  year  cont5.nues. 
In  the  last  ten  years  notifications  have  fallen  from 
over. 18, 500  in  1945  to  a new  low  figure  of  182  in  1954 
while  deaths  have  declined  from  722  in  1945  to  9 in  1954, 

In  order  to  obtain  eradication-  of  the  disease  i t is 
considered  necessary  to  secure  immunisation  of  not  less 
than  75^  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday.  At 
the  present  time  less  than  half  this  percentage  of 
babies  is  immunised  in  England  and  Wales, 

* ^ 

Your  Council  has  no  cause  for  anxiety  regarding  the 
immunisation  rate  amongst  children  in  your  District, 

Ihe  imm.unised  baby  is  now  the  rule  not  the  , 

exception;  practitioners  and  nurses  and'  health  visitors 
are  active  in  immunisation  propaganda  while  mothers 
fully  appreciate  the  value  of  the  protection  offered 
to  their,  babies.  School  children  not  immunised  in 
...infancy  are  offered  inoculation  by  the  S'chool  Medical 
. 'officer,  as  .a  routine-  procedure.  Ninety  per  cent  of 
parents  of  school  children  agree  to  primary 
imaunis  ation  or  to  "booster"  doses  offered  to  their 
Childre'n  at  school;  consequently  a sufficiently  high 
proportion  of  local  school  children  enter  adult  life 
with  satisfactory  immunity.  The  total  births  in 
Area  5 (south  east  Norfolk)  in  1954  were  560  and 
during  the  year  486  children  under  the  age  of  5 were 
immunised.  Primary  immunisations  and  "booster" 
doses  for  school  children,  carried  out  over  the 
period  1953-1954,  amounted  to  3,463.  The  school 
population  is  approximately  5,500, 

(i)  Vaccina tion 

The  - vaccina  ti  on  rate  for  Area  5'  in  1954,  was  67^  ' 
and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  general  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  , 


VI.  Tuber  culos  is  ^ ‘ 

Ibn  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  recorded  within  the  Depwade 
Rural  District  during  the  year;  eight  of  these  were  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs.  Some  of  these  were  detected  by  Mass  Radiography  whe 
the  Norwich  Radiography  Unit  visited  Diss, 


While  notified  cases  in  England  and  Wales  show  little  decrease 
in  recent  years' never  the  less  a substantial  decline  in-  mortality 
from  tuberculosis  is  recorded.  Deaths  in  1953  were  only  40  per  cent 
of  what  they  were  in  1948.  The  more  thorough  follow-up  of  contacts 
and  the  more  extensive  use  of  mass  radiography  may  account,  to  some 
extent  for  the  sustained  level  of  notifications.  In  1953, 
approximately  one  out  of  every  tv/elve  new  cases  (England  and  Wales) 
was  detected  by  examination  of  contacts  and  one  out  of  every  five 
by  mass  radiography. 

Susceptibility  to  tuberculosis  is  greatest^in  the  15-24  age 
group  and  in  the  same  group,  females  are  almost  twice  as 
susceptible  to  the  disease  as  males.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
any  initial  effort  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  by 
vaccination  should  be  introduced  at  the  school  leaving  age.  In  1954 
the  Minister  of  Health  approved  the  extension  of  B,C,G,  vaccination 
to  children  'approaching  their  fourteenth  birthday.  In  the  Coun'ty 
an  offer  of  vaccination  was  made  to  school  leavers  attending  those 
schools  wi'thin  a ten  mile  radius  of  Norwich,  i,e,  potential  ci'ty 
workers.  This  involved  only  one  school  in  Area  5,  Wymondham 
Secondary  Modern  School,  where  -the  response  by  parents  and  children 

was  very  good, 

A Heal'th  Visitor  from  the  Norwich  Chest  Clinic  investigates 
the  living  conditions  of  all  reported  cases  -of  tuberculosis. 

•Where  necessary  arrangements  are  made  for  rehousing.  All  family 
contacts  are  invited  to  X-ray  examination  and  the  benefit  of 
vaccination  (B.C,G.)  is  offered  to  those  contacts  who  stand  in 

need  of  it. 


VII.  Milk 

Under  the  Milk  Regulations  1954,  only  milk  with  fee  special 
des  iffna  tion  "pas  teur  ised"  , '•  Taber  cul  in- tes  ted  , and  • sterilised  , 

mav  be  sold  to  the  public  within  the  Rural  District  of  Depwade 
(and  throughout  south  east  Norfolk).  Large  areas  of  England  and 
Wales  have  already  been  specified  and  when  completed  fee  scheme 
will  cover  at  least  68^  of  the  population  of  England  and  Wales,  ^ 
Further  Regulations  to  ensure  milk  safety  include  the  following: 
the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  (and  T.T.milk)  by  can  and  dipper  is 
illegal*  retailers  who  bought  pasteurised  milk  in  bulk  c^tainers 
and  bottled  it  for  delivery  are  now  required  to  purchase  from  their 
suppliers  pre-packed  pasteurised  milk  in  bottles,  cans,  or  c urns 
sealed  by  the  pasteuriser.  There  are  also  new  regulations 
regarding  the  labelling,  capping,  and  sealing  of  containers. 

Action  was  taken  during  the  year  on  four  reports  of  tubercle 
bacillus  in  milk:  four  reports  of  brucella  abortus,  and  one  repor 
S canMned  InfeAlon  with  tubercle  bacillus  and  brucella  abortus. 
IbEiporary  restriction  on  supplies  was  necessary  in  two  oases  only. 


VIII.  Water  Supplies 


(a)  Routine  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
water  supply  made  during  the  year  gave  satis 

I'G  suits  o 


dis  tr  ic  t 
f ac  tory 


(h) 


About  feirty  miles  of  new  mains  were  laid  in  1954 
and  put  into  operation,  while  many  -more  miles  were 
laid  but  not  put  into  operation  until  1955, 


The  Water  and  Sewerage  Engineer 
following  notes  : 


has  kindly  supplied  the 


'During  1954  approximately  30  miles 
were  put  into  service  affording  supplies  to  700 
dwellings  and  100  farms. 


These  raains  were  laid  in  Tivetshall  St. Margaret, 
Tivetshall  St, Mary,  Gissing,  Burs  ton,  Diss  Heywood, 
Thorpe  Abbots,  Pornce  tt  End,  Tacolneston  and  parts 
of  VVacton,  Pornce  tt  St.  Peter,  Pornce  tt  St, Mary, 

Bunwell  and  Carle  ton  Rode. 

The  Water  Towers  at  Burs  ton  and  Bunwell  and  the 
Booster  Station  at  Porncett  were  put  into  operation. 

The  water  consumption  in  the  area  supplied  from’ 

Pulham  Tower  increased  from  730,000  gallons  to 
1,050,000  gallons  per  week  during  the  year  thus 
indicating  that  the  time  was  approaching  when  it 
would  be  necessary  to  modernise  the  Rushall  Waterworks", 

Pur  the  r detailed  information  regarding  water  supplies  is 
contained  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 

{ c ) Pluoridation  of  Vi/ater  Supplies 

Preliminary  studies  regarding  fluoridation  of  water 
supplies  are  being  carried  out  by  the  Government 
in  certain  areas  of  Great  Britain,  These  studies 
will  take  five  years  or  longer.  It  is  the 
Government’s  view  that  studies  under  the  Government 
scheme  should  come  first  and  that  the  question  of 
fluoridation  in  other  areas  should  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  the  results  obtained, 

Yonr  Council.  ..approved — the  -p-p4n0'ip-le-  of  f luoridatjron 

a -h  ynnr-  5^  Pp  1 q o -1;-  ya  n-p  , MoanwhllO-y 

the  County  Dental  Officer  has  kindly  offered  to 
carry  out  some  dental  surveys  of  school  children 
when  dental  staff  is  available. 

(d)  It  is  the  usual  practice  to  carry  out  blood  examinations 
etc,,  to  ensure  that  no  employees  in  the  water 
departinent  are  carriers  of  typhoid  fever  or  dysentery. 
Such  an  examination  of  the  Depwade  employees  was 
completed  last  year  and  no  carriers  were  detected. 


IX , Sewage  -Disposal 

. The  following  schemes  were  completed  during  1954: 

Dickie  burgh . ' Conversions  of  earth  closets  to  water 
closets  and  the  connection,  of  private  properties 
to  the  sewer , 

Thar s ton.  Construction  of  a small  sewerage  scheme 

“ for  three  Council  House  sites. 

Pulham  Marke  t.  Laying  of  water  mains  and  sewers  for 
the  extended.  Council  Housing  site. 


X . Hous ing 

Details  of  work  under  the  Housing  Acts  are  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

(a)  Eighty-six  new  Council  Houses  were  built  during 
the  year  bringing  the  total  provision  of  post-war 
Council  dwellings  to  778,  The  number  existing 
pre-war  was  62o,  making  a total  of  1398  at  the 
end  .of  1954,  This  means  that  approximately  25^ 
of  the  district  population  lives  in  the  housing 
schemes  provided  by  your  Council  - a very  good  record. 


(b;  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  a housing  survey 
is  being  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
, unfit  houses  - in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

XI,  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act 
and  the  Problem  of  the  Aged,  


Under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  powers  are  given 
to  a Local  Authority  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  certain  persons  to 
hospital  or  other  suitable  premises,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Needless  to  say  this  is  not  a duty 
lightly  undertaken  and  every  effort  is  made  to  find  an  alternative 
solution  to  the  forcible  uprooting  of  the  old  and  infirm  from  their 
quiet  if  insanitary  homes  and  thrusting  them  unwillingly  into  the 
action  of  institutional  life.  Unfortunately  it  was  necessary  in 
one  case  to  hemove  an  old  lady  from  her  very  insanitary  home  where 
she  lived  alone  - a home  virhich  was  a vast  breeding  place'  for  fleas 
and  completely  overrun  by  rats.  Moreover,  this  old  lady  of  83  was 
subject  to  in termi t'ten t fainting  attacks;  her  stair.s  were  dangerous, 
her  sight  was  bad  and  she  could  not  or  would  not  use  her  outside 
lavatory.  Usually  action  under.  Sec  tion  47  Is  avoided  only  by  'the 
quiet  tactful  work  of  the  Welfare  Officers  who  convincingly  point 
out  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  entering  a local  institution. 
Here  it  should  be  said  that  very  few,  once  admit-ted,.  wish  to  return 
to  their  former  living  conditions. 

The  question  now  arises  as  to  what  should  be  done  to  prevent 
a state  of  affairs  in  which  an  elderly  person,  infirm  and  Incapable, 
lives  under  such  insanitary  conditions  that  no  neighbour  or  paid 
Hane  Help  is  prepared  to  give  assistance.  Some  social  workers  are 
of  opinion  that  the  position  is  aggravated  by  the  lack  of  sense  of 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  children  and  relatives;  that  the 
family  responsibility  characteristic  of  previous  generations  is  now 
■moving  towards  a responsibility  which  is  essentially  communal, 

A weapon  to  counteract  the  effects  of  this  tendency  is  growing 
in  strength,  Pos 'fcered  by  Welfare  Officers  and  Social  Workers,  Old 
Peoples  Clubs  are  steadily  increas  ing  . in  popularity,  ' “ Through  the 
■medium  of  Commit'tee  work  and  with  close  liaison  be 'tween  V/elfare 
Officer  ^and  Health  Visitor  potential  problem-elderly-persons  within 
the  Clubs  ’ working  areas  can  be  helped  before  they  reach  the  final 
stages  of  neglect.  For  this  reason  alone  the  Initiation  of 
Old  Peoples  ’ Clubs  organised  to  keep  a kindly  eye  on  all  old  people 
within  a parish  deserves  every  encouragement. 

The  welfare  of  the  aged  is  not  merely  a social  problem  it  is 
becoming  a medical  problem  which  grows -in  intensity  with  the  years. 
More  people  are  living  to  old  age  than  ever  before  and  while 
Immense  advances  have  been  made  in  saving  the  lives  and  keeping  the 
health  of  the  young  much  less  progress  has  been  possible  in  the 
prevention  of  the  diseases  of  old  age  - brain  haemorrhage,  cancer, 
and  the  failing  heart,  ‘ • 

For  years  we  have  saved  the  lives  of  babies  to  swell  the  ranks 
of  the  chronic  sick  in  old  age.  The  infant  mortality  rate  touches 
a new  low  record  in  each  succeeding  year:  it  is  natural  that  we 
should  con'trive  to  find  a good  ending  to  a work  so  well  begun. 

Our  best  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the  elderly  is  Housing  - 
carefully  planned,  labour  saving,  and  accident-proof  as  possible. 

Add  to  this  kindly  supervision,  whether  by  Health  Visitor,  Warden, 
or  Club  Committee,  We  fuss  over  infant  welfare:  the  aged  need 
equal  attention. 

The  provision  of  Group  Homes  for  the  aged,  under  the  supervision 
of  a v/arden , would  create  ideal  conditions  for  communal  welfare. 
Visiting  relatives  (occupying  the  living  'accommodation  provided  for 
such  visits)  would  spend  much  of  their  time  doing  odd  jobs  beyond 
the,  powers  of  their  aged  hosts.  It  would  ■fcherefore  be  an  advantage 
to  have  in  the  warden's  charge  some  of  the  more  expensive  domestic 
apnliances  which  though  required  for  occasional  use  only  are 
nevertheless  Indispensable;  a chest  of  special  tools;  a domestic 
ladder;  chimney-cleaning  outfit;  sewing  machine , etc.,  etc. 


Coinniunal  washing  machines  would  be  useful,  too,  A communal 
dining-room  for  the  daily  dinner  would  have  many  advantages,  social 
and  economic.  Elaborate  kitchen  facilities  in  each  bungalow  would 
not  then  be  necessary.  It  is  a little  absurd  to  imagine,  say, 
twenty  wives  cooking  meals  for  themselves  and  taventy  husbiands , 
Cooking  is  the  worst  chore  of  the  day  for  most  women,  particularly 
at  the  holiday  end  of  life,  ^Failing  the  communal  dining-room,  the 
organised  delivery  of  hot  meals  is  worth  considering.  There  seems 
no  reason  why  the  enterprising  itinerant  merchant  who  sells  from 
his  mobile  kitchen  fish  and  chips  hot  from  the  stove,  could  not, 
with  a little  adaptation,  vary  his  menu  and  contract  to  supply  hot 
soups  and  stews  at  a reasonable  cost. 


XII,  Accidents  in  the  Home 

Accidents  in  the  Home  in  England  and  ViJales  continues  to  increase 
year  by  year.  Fatal  home  accidents  in  1949  numbered  4,904;  in 
1953  the  figure  was  5,895  (over  16  every  day),  and  Incomplete  figures 
available  suggest  it  will  be  higher  again  in  1954,  The  cost  to 
the  whole  country  in  hospital  treatment  alone  for  home  accidents  is 
between  4 million  and  5 million  pounds  a year.  Prom  1940  to  1949 
over  60,000  people  died  from  accidents  in  the  home  compared  with 
48,000  in,  road  accidents.  In  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and 
four  years  a fatal  home  accident  is  the  third  largest  cause  of  death. 

Old  people,  too,  are  particularly  liable  to  accidents; 
four-fifths  of  fatal  home  accidents  occur  in  children  under  five 
years  of  age  and  in  old  people  of  65  years  and  over. 

The  mos  t frequent  type  of  fatal  home  accidents  are  as  follows 


60  per  cent 
10  per  cent 
10  per  cent 
9 per  cent 
3 per  cen  t 


Falls 

Burns  and  Scalds 
Coal  gas  poisoning 
Suf  f oca  tion 
Poisoning 


To  assist  in  the  campaign  against  domestic  accidents  - so  many 
of  which  are  preventable  - the  Home  Safety  Department  of  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  have  urged  the  setting  up 
of  local  home  safety  committees.  The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  the 
most  appropriate  place  for  advising  mothers  regarding  safety 
measures  in  the  homeo 


XIII.  Health  Education 

The  fundamental  factors  in  environmental  sanitation  are: 
potable  v^ater;  swift  and  sanitary  disposal  of  excreta;  good  housing 
safe  food  supplies.  Progress  in  public  health  may  be  measured  by 
the  degree  of  sustained  effort  directed  towards  these  fundamental 
needs.  Without  a good  standard  of  environmental  sanitation  the 
individual  is  greatly  handicapped  in  practising  the  personal  hygiene 
so  essential  for  the  control  of  communicable  diseases. 

We  move  continually  in  company  with  carriers  of  dysentery, 
poliomyelitis,  the  typhoids,  infective  jaundice,  and  the  germs  of 
food  poisoning  of  various  sorts  - not  to  mention  tuberculosis  and 
the  common  infectious  diseases  of  childhood.  For  the  survival 
of  their  species  the  germs  which  cause  these  diseases  must  pass 
from  one  human  host  to  another  and  one  of  the  obvious  and  usual 
ways  is  via  the  intestinal  tract.  We  say  in  a fatalistic  way 
"I  picked  up  a germ  somewhere".  Nine  times  out  of  ten  we  would 
be  furious  if  we  knew  just  how  we  did  pick  up  the  germ:  the 
failure  of  a cook  or  a waiter  to  wash  his  hands  before  handling 
our  food  (and  it  is  well  handled);  or  the  friend  v/e  contact  who 
failed  to  wash  when  he  should  - clean  though  he  may  appear  to  be. 


And  so  we  are  back  again  to  the  question  of  Health  Education. 
It  has  been  said  that  we  are  fast  reaching  a stage  when  the 
environmental  sanitation  which  can  be  provided  by  the.  community 
has  reached  its  limit  and  for  the  rest  - the  individual  must  look 
after  himself  , ' But-  the  problem  for  the  individual  is  the 
difficuLty  of  learning  where  lies  real  danger  to  his.  health;  of 
distinguishing  be.tween  dirt  that  doesn’t  matter  very  much  and  dirt 
(often  Invisible)  that  is  very  dangerous.  The  same  person  who 
throws  up  his  hapds  In  horror  at  sight  of  the  caterpillar  in  the 
cabbage  or  the  maggot  in  the  raspberry  (both  harmless)  will 
cheerfully  eat  afresh  duck  egg  which  has  .been  boiled  for  a few 
minutes  only  (potentially  highly  dangerous).  Food  cooked  in  a 
dirty  frying-pan  carries  little  risk  while  to  eat  a trifle 
prepared  by  a clean  hand  which  bears  a clean  bandage  covering  a 
septic  finger  might  have  disastrous  consequences. 

Better  Health  is  reached  by  highways  marked  Statistics  and 
Propaganda.  These  roads  sound  hopelessly  dull  to  most  people; 
our  task  is  to  put  life  and  interest  into  them. 


Conclus ion . 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and 
encouragement  and  for  ihe  enthusiastic  and  efficient  help  given  me. 
by  all  members  of  the  Sanitary  and  Clerical  staff. 


DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Table  1.- • GENERAL  ■ S TA  TIS-  TICS  - 


Area  (in  acres') 

-79,742 

Estimated  Resident  Ponulation 

18,150 

Rateable  Value 

£58,709 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£235. 10s  21 

Table  2.  ..  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

To  tal 

Legitimate 

145 

116  ■ ■■  ■ '■ 

" 261 

Illegi  tima  te 

8 

4 

12 

Total 

153 

12  0 

273 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  estimated  Resident  Population 

Depwade  Rural  District  15,0 

Area  5.  13.4 

Table  3.  STILL  BIRTHS 


Legi  tima  te 

Illegitimate 

M a le  s 

Females 

Total 

. 6 ■ 

3 

1 

9 

1 

Total 

6 

4 

10 

35.3 

26,0 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
total  births, 

Depwade  Rural  District 
Are  a 5 , 


Table  4 . DEATHS  (all  ages  ) 


Male 

Female 

To  tal ' 

119 

116 

235 

Crude  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  of  es  timated.  Res  ident  Population 
Depwade  Rural  District  12,9- 

^ Area  5.  11.6 


Table  5,  INFAN  T M CR  TAP  I TY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year) 


Leg! tima  te 
p.leg  i tima  te 

Ma  le  s 

Females 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

. . Total 

1 

1 

2 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,00C  Live  . Births 

Depwade  Rural  District  7,3 

0 Area  5.  7,1 


NOTE 

Area  5 comprises  Depwade  & Loddon  R.D’s  and  Diss  & Wymondham  U,D's. 


Table  6,  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  - Depwade  R.D. 


■ 

Males 

Females  ' 

To  tal 

23,  Pneumonia, 

1 

1 

31.  Conp:enital  Malformations, 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

Table  7.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL"  DEATHS'  (Re  A Is  trar -General ) ~ Deewade  R.D« 


r , 

Males 

Female  s 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory, 

1 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

- 

- 

- 

3,  Syphilitic  disease. 

1 

- 

1 

4,  Diphtheria, 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough, 

- 

- 

- 

6,  Meningococcal  infections. 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

1 

1 

8,  Me as les  , - 

- 

- 

- 

9,  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases,- 

mm 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

4 

2 

6 

11,  Malignant . neoplasm, lung, bronchus , 

4 

- 

4 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm.,  breast. 

- 

3 . . 

3 

13,  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

1 . 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  & Lymphatic 

ne  oplasms , 

8 

14 

22 

15,  Leukemia,  Aleukemia, 

- 

- 

- 1 

16,  Diabe  tes  , 

- 

1 

1 j 

17,  Vascular  lesions  'of  nervous  system. 

14  ' 

22 

36  1 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

23 

16 

39 

19,  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

- 

2 

2 

20.  Other  heart  diseases. 

24 

27  ^ 

51 

21,  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

6 

4 

10 

22 . Influenza,  

- 

- 

- 

23.  Pneumonia, 

4 

6 

10 

24.  Bronchitis. 

4 

4 

8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

sy s tern , 

1 

1 

2 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

2 

- 

2 

27o  Gas  tr  itis  , enter  itis  & diarrhoea. 

- 

- 

- 

28 „ Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

- 

•• 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

2 

— 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  & abortion. 

— 

31,  Congenital  malformations  , 

— 

2 

2 

32.  Other  defined  & ■ ill-def  ined 

23 

diseases  . 

16 

• ■ y 

33.  rioter  vehicle  accidents . 

2 

— 

2 

34,  All  other  accidents. 

1 

3 

4 

35^  Suicide, 

2 

— 

2 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  war,' 

■ ’ 

Total 

119 

116  ’ 

J 

235  i 

J 

> 1 

TatiTe' ' 8'~^0TI-FIC-A-TI-0NS  ■ OF- PEA - RE CE-IVED . DURING  JHE  YEAR-  1954 
( According  to  ■ Age  ■ Gr  pups  ) - Devywade  R.D', 


' 

■ Males 

■■  Females 

Total 

Under" 

1 year 

1 

1 

2 

1 

and 

under 

5 

- 

— 

5 

I!  . 

It 

10 

- 

1 

1 

10 

II 

II . 

20 

2 

2 

4 

20 

n 

It 

30 

- 

1 

1 

30 

It 

It 

40 

4 

3 

7 

40 

II 

It.. 

50 

• 5 

3 

8 

50 

II 

ti- 

60 

13 

8 

21 

60 

II 

ti 

70 

- 12 

15- 

27 

70 

II 

It 

80 

45 

, 43 

88 

80 

li 

It, 

90 

31 

31 

62 

"90 

II 

tt. 

100 

6 

8 

14 

100 

over 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

119 

116 

235 

Table  9.  SUIMMY  OF'.  BIR  TH  AND  DEATH  RATES 


Live  Births’  (per  1,000  pop) 

1948 

■ 1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

(308) 

17.3 

15,7 

17.9 

(252) 

16.7 

14,5 

16.7 

(267) 

14.8 

14.9 
15.8 

(287) 

15.8 

15.4 

15.5 

(295) 

16.3 
15.6 

15.3 

(260) 

14.4 
14.3 

15.5 

(273) 

15,0 

13.4 

15,2 

Depwade  Rural'  District. 
Area  5, 

England  and  Vitales, 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 

(11) 

34.4 

30.4 

( N 

(4) 

13.2 
27,0 
ot  Pub 

(3) 

11.1 

23.0 

lished 

(5) 

■17.4 

26.8 

) - 

(12) 

39.0 

28.0 
22.6 

(5) 

18.8 

17.1 

22.4 

(10) 

35.3  ! 

26.0  I 

24.0  ! 

total  births)  ; 

Depwade  Rural  District. 
Area  5. 

England  and  Wains, 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop 

) (217) 

12.2 
12.9 
12-.  8 

(252) 

14.0 

13*3 

11.7 

(240) 

13.3 

12.1 

11.6 

(256) 

14.1 

14.0 

12.5 

(231) 

12.8 

12.6 

11.3 

(2  00) 

11.0 

-10.9 

11.4 

(235) 

12.9 

11.6 

11.3 

Depwade  Rural  Dis  trict. 

1 Area  5 . 

j England  and  Wales, 

Infant  Mortality  (per'  1,000 

(8) 

25.9 

26.8 

34.0 

(9) 

31.4 

21.0 

32.0 

(6) 

22.4 

14.5 
29.8 

(6) 

20.9 

27.5 

29.6 

(13) 

44.0 
28.8 

27.0 

(8) 

30.7 

34.8 

26.8 

(2)  1 
7.3  ! 
7.1  1 
25.5  1 

1 

live  bir  'Bh's  ) 

i Depwade  Rural  ’ Dis  tri  ct^ 

Are  a 5 , 

i England,  and  Wales* 

1 

NOTE  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depwade  R.D, 


Table  10.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  iNFECTIOiS  DISEi\SES  (EXCLUDING  TUBER OJ LOS  13  ! 
• ■ (-Accord  inp;-  -to  Age G.r.oups  ) - . Depwade  R .D  . 


1 

Under 

1-2  ' 

3-4 

5-9 

l^ST" 

Over 

. 1 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

25 

To  tal 

1 Scar le  t Fever 

1 

2 

10 

3 

16 

1 Measles 

12 

67 

88 

280 

61 

12 

15 

535 

Whooping  Cough. 

2 

12 

21 

35 

1 

- 

2 

73 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

3 

14 

23 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

■ 1 

7 

- 

1 

3 

12 

Erys ipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

9 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

- 

■ 1 

3 

1 

- 

2 

7 

’'Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

1 Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i (Paralytic) 

1 We  n Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

[Malaria  (Contracted 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

> 

1 

abr  oad ) 

Total 

16' ■. 

80 

113 

338 

68 

- 19 

50 

684 

Table  11.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  1954  (OTHER  IHAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  - Depwade  R.D. 


Quar  ters 

Is  t 

2nd 

3rd 

4 th 

Total 

S carle  t Fever 

2 

8 

1 

5 

16 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

30 

33 

- . 

73  . 

Measles" 

2.79 

.244 

12 

■- 

535 

Pneumonia  ^ ' .. 

...  9 

7 

5 

2 

23 

Brysips*las 

- 

2 

3 

4 

9 

Inf  ec  tive  .Jaundice 

1 

- 

1 

10 

12 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

' 

1 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

- 

1 

- 

6 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

— 

: 1 

. ...  2 

. (Paralytic) 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Weil 's  _ Disease 

' 1 

' 

- 

- 

1 

Malar ia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

To -tal  ■ ■ 

304 

295 

55 

30 

684 

Table  < 12  c INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISE/^ES  TEXCLUDING  T.B.) 


DURING 


LAST.  FIVE  YEARS  - Depwade  R.D 


S car le  t Fever 
Vi/hoop  C ough 

Me  as  lee  • . . , 

Pneumenia  ■ ■ . . ' 

Erysipelas  ■' 

I n f e c t i ve  Jaundice 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

(Non-Par aly  tic ) 
Encephalitis  (Infective) 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Meningoc cecal  'Infection 
Malar ia 

P'ooG  Poisoning 
V/e i 1 * s Disease 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Undulant  Fever 
Dysentery 

Oph  th a lie  i a Ne  ona  t or  um 
Diph  there  ia 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954. 

45 

13 

12 

21 

16 

189 

154 

71 

73 

73 

418 

15 

32  6 

■ 88 

535 

25 

45 

26 

16 

23 

..  11 

6 

5 

6 

9 

16 

9 

5 

2 

12 

7 

2 

1 

2 

- 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

o 

- 

3 

o 

60 

18 

7 

•• 

1 

1 

1 

- 

727 

247 

512 

229 

684 

Total 


Table  13 • TUBERCULOSIS  (Details  of  Mew  Cases  during  1954) 

Depvi/ade  R.D,  ■ 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non  - Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

P 

0-4 

...  ry  . .... 

5-14 

1 

•• 

15-22 

...rr.  , 

,- 

23-34 

1 

2 ^ 

•• 

35-44 

1 

- 

— 

45-54 

1 

1 

- 

- 

55-64 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

' 1 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

4 

u. 

1 

1 

Table  14 . TUBERCULOSIS  (NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  T .B  .REGIS  TER  AS  AT  31.12.54) 
Depwade  Rural  District 


. 

■Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males- 

Pemales 

Total 

43  . 

12 

31 

8 

. 74 

20 

Total 

55 

39 

94 

Table  15.  DET^UIB  OR  KEW  CASES  OF  TJBER CULPS  IS  FCR  LAST  FIVE  YEARS 

Depwade  Rural  Dls  trie t ■ 


1950 

1951 

1952,, 

1953 

■1954 

Pulmonary  ; 



• Male- 

5 

.....  4 

7 

7 

4 

Pemale 

6 

5 

7 

1 

4 

Non-Pulmonary 

. , Male 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

.Female ' 

5 

7' 

3 

, ..  1..  . 

1 , 

Total 

19 

17 

19 

12 

10 

Area  5 Total 

31 

36 

43 

E4 

23 

> 

Table  16.  D IPH  THER lA  IMTUN IS  A TI ON 


The  following  Is  the  number  of  notifications  of 
primary  and  booster  Injections  received  during  the  last 
five  years  in  respect  of  Area  5, 


Pr  imary 

In  je  c tions 

Boos  ter 

In  je  c tions 

Total 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

1954 

486 

171 

26 

983 

1,6  66 

1953 

493 

392 

36 

1,855 

2,776 

1952 

371 

95 

15 

598 

1,070 

1951 

460 

70 

9 

178 

717 

1950 

487 

100 

6 

447 

1,040 

Table  17.  ' VACCINATION  AGAINST  SivIALLPQX  - 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  age) 

during  the  years..  1951  to  1954  resident  in  the  District 
and  .irea  5,  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


DEP'AUiDE  R 

;jRE 

A 5 . 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1951 

1952“ 

1953 

1954 

Number  of  live 
births  registered. 

287' 

295 

260 

273 

, 617 

623 

574 

560 

Number  of 

vaccinations 

re  corded ,( 0~4  yrs ) . 

260 

148 

196 

158 

496 

315 

391 

375 

Percentage 
..  vaccl.na.ted , 

. 

.90 

. . .50, 

.75, 

58 

80 

50 

68 

67 

Table  18.  PEA  TIE  DUE  TO  CANCER  - Depwade  R.D. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Number  of  deaths 

26 

41 

29 

49 

41 

32 

27 

36 

Percentage  of 

total  deaths 

..1.0.3 

18.9, 

11.5 

20.4 

16.0 

13.8 

13.5 

15.3 

Table  19.  ^ DEAIHS  DUE  TC-  CANCER  (liREAb) 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Number  of  deaths 

59 

83 

82 

84 

86 

82 

74 

87 

Percentage  of 

de  a ths 

11.7 

16.9 

16.8 

17.3 

15.3 

16.3 

16.9 

18.5 

DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


?J]IPORT  OF  ITL-.  SEMOR  SMTit/T.Y  INSF-jCTOR  FOE  133k. 

Chairman,  -Ladies  and  Gentlemen  t- 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  ..nnuad  Report, 

On  being  appointed  your  Senior  Inspector  in  succession  to 
lir.P.H. Bowden  in  September  195L,  I saw  no  reason  to  malce  radical  changes 
in  the  working  of  'che  Department','  which  ha.s  therefore  continued  to  be 
carried  out  mainly  on  the  lines  of  the  past  fev^r  yea.rs. 

In  August  193L,  iir.R.D, Prichard  previously  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Chelmsford  Borough  Council  was  appointed  as  Additional 
Inspector,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  he  has  proved  to  be  a very 
capable  officer  who  has  fitted  in  well  \'d.th  tlie  worlcing  of  the  dejpartment, 

Tivo  ma-jor  pieces  of  legislation  passed  during  the  year  (a) 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,195L  - which  brought  private  slaughterhouses  into 
being  again  vm.th  attendent  meat  inspection  duties,  and  (b)  The  Housing 
Rents  and  Repairs  Act  195L  - which  inter  alia,  introduced  a scheme  for 
increasing  rents,  modified  and  simplified  Improvement  Grant  procedure,  and 
called  for  a programme  of  slum  clearance  from  every  Local  Authority,  More 
a.bout  these  items  under  their  respective  headings  in  the  Report, 

The  following  report  is  on  similar  linos  to  that  of  1953  (except 
for  parts  relating  to  new  water  ma.ins,  scwe.ge  works-,  etc,  ,.  a.  report  on  viiich 
ha.s  noY/  been  prepared  independently  by  your  Y/ater  and  SeYv^'erage  Engineer)  and. 
is  in  accordance  Y/ith  Ministry  requirements, 

HOUSING. 

(a)  General,  The  tota.l  number  of  separate  units  of  dv/elling  accommodation  in 
the  District  at  14.5.5L  (as  shoYvn  in  the  Ra.te  Book)  was  6,188  - an  increase 
of  107  from  the  same  time  the  previous  year.  This  figure  excludes  all 
va.cant  dwellings  subject  to  statutory  orders  and.  others  msuitable  for 
f'urther  habita.tion.  Based,  on  the  1951  Census  population  of  18,152  this 
gives  an  average  occupation  figure  of  2.933  persons  per  house. 

(b)  Actions  talcen  under  Sections  9 and  11,  Housing  Act  193^. 

FoUoY/ing  information  in  tabulated  form  is  as  required  by  Article  31 
of  the  Housing  Consolidated.  .Regulations  1925:- 


(1)  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  ha.bita.tion, 22 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  Ydiich  Yfere 
remedied,  in  consequence  of  informal  a.ction  by 

the  Local  Au.thority  or  their  Officers.  ■ 15 

(3)  The  number  of  representa.tions  mc.de  to  the  Locad 
Authority  Yd.th  a vicY/  to  (a)  the  serving  of 

notices  req-uiring  the  execution  of  Yrarks  or  1 

(b)the  mald.ng  of  demolition  or  closing  orders 22 


(L)  The  number  of  notices  served,  requiring  the 
execution  of  Yrarks. 


(5)  The  nimiber  of  houses  Y/hich  Yrarc  rendered,  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices.  .......  1 

(6)  The  nvmber  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made,,,  12 

(7)  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  Y/hich  an 

undertaking  YiTc.s  a.ccepted  under  subsection  3 of 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  10 

(8)  The  number  of  houses  demolished,  23 


1. 


The  position  o.t  31.12.54  regarding  houses  subject  to 
Demolition  Orders  and  undertoJkings  still  standing  in  the  District  was 
as  follows;-  . . • -,r,.  . 


Demolition 

Closing 

Under- 

Orders. 

Orders, 

tald-ngs, 

No.  of  houses  occupied  . . . 

32 

— 

22 

" " " vacant 

41 

5 

50 

73 

5 

72 

Total  150 


It  is  relevant  to  note  under  this  heading  that  in  accordance 
mth  powers  given  under  Section  5 of  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act, 

1954,  the  Demolition  Orders  on  5 properties  in  the  District  v/erc  removed 
din-ing  the  year  - the  inspecting  Sub-Committee  having  been  satisfied 
that  the  houses  in  question  had  been  brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard. 

Section  6 of  the  same  Act  adso  revoked  the  war-time  legislation 
under  which  properties  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  etc.  were  licensed  for 
temporary  occupations  and  gave  Local  Authorities  pov/er  to  issue  licences 
for  the  maximm  period  of  3 years.  "3  year"  licences  were  issued  in 
respect  of  8 such  dwellings  - 5 other  cases  were  held  over  for  reconsidera.tion 
following  Sub-Committee  inspections  in  January  1955. 

( c)  Housing  Act  1949  - 54  - Improvement  Grants.  The  1954  Act  considerably 
simplified  procedure  for  grants  for  the  modernising  of  existing  dv/cllings 
and  conversion  of  other  premises  to  dwellings,  by  giving  Local  Authorities 
a free  hand  in  the  issviing  of  grants,  in  most  canes,  v/ithout  the  prior 
approval  of  the  Ministry.  You,  as  a Council,  had  already  wisely  decided 
to  apply  the  scheme  and  encouraged  owners  of  suitable  property  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  2(.5  grants  approved 
in  1954,  26  were  in  respect  of  premises  which  w'^ere  let,  tlie  remaining  19 
vrcre  to  ovner/ occupiers.  Only  4 of  the  grants  were  for  conversions. 

The  total  value  of  grants  approved  in  1954  £9,988  - they  - 

ranged  from  the  minimum  £50  to  the  ma:cimum  £400  and  the  average  was 
£224. 

Note:-  The  cost  of  these  grants  is  borne  by  the  Minis tr3)'  and  Local 

Coijncil  in  the  ratio  of  3 to  1,  i.e.  for  every  £400  borrow/ed  for  grant 
the  tax-payer  is  paying  loan  changes  for  20  years  on  £300  and  the 
ratepayer  loan  charges  for  20  years  on  £100.  At  the  rate  of  interest 
payable  in  1954  each  £100  borrovired  was  costing  the  Comcil  about  £7.5.0, 
per  annum  for  20  years.  Therefore,  for  the  amount  of  grants  approved 
by  this  Council  in  1954  (£9,988)  loan  charges  of  approximately  £180  for 
the  next  20  years  are  payable,  the  equivalent  of  about  a xi:d,  rate. 

(d)  New  Housing.  During  the  yean  the  Council  built  a f\ntlior  52  two- 
bedroomed  bungalows  and  34  three-bedroomed  houses  - making  a total  of 
778  permanent  post-w'^ar  dwellings  - va.th  the  620  pre-wan  houses  - 
making  a grand  total  of  1,398  permanent  dwellings,  21  iieViT  priva.te 
houses  and  bungalowrs  were  also  erected  in  1954. 

Under  this  heading  it  is  appropriate  to  record  that  of  the 
original  86  Council  post-war  converted  dv/ellings  on  ex  Air  Ministry 
sites  etc.,  57  were  still  in  use  at  December  31st. ,1954. 

(e)  0vercrov:ding.  The  follova.ng  fig\rres  show  tlie  number  of  cases  of 
overcroY;ding  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  during  1954, 
but  do  not  necessarily  indicate  the  true  state  of  aYfadrs  existing 
in  the  District, 

No,  of  cases  outstanding  at  31.12.54.  4 

No,  of  new  cases  reported  during  1954 


No.  of  cases  abated  1954 
R'irv'iip.tn,'":  in  register  31.12.54. 

2. 


6 

1 


3 


(f)  Vemainous  and  Dirty„PremiseSo  I eia  glad  to  be  able  to  again  report  that 
generally  speaking,  houses  inspected  during  'the  year  have- been  fo'und  to  be 
kept  in  a clean  ajid  satisfactory  condi'tloiie  In  6 ca.ses  of.  dirty  houses 
informal  action  v/as  necessaay,  follop/ing  which  the  tenants  took  tlie  . . 
necessary  mea.sures  to  clca-nse  a.nd  redecora.te  the  premises.  One  'serious  case 
of  flea  infested  premises  ca-me  to  my  notice',  which  ncce-ssitated  a.ction 
■under  Sectioii  LCJ  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  end  which  is 
referred  to  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  report.  Disinfestation 
of  the  premises  'wo.s  subsequently  canried.  out  b^^  this  Depantmont, 

(g)  Moveable  Dv/ellings.  The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  licensed  under  the 


Public  Health  Act  1936  diiring  1954  ' 

was  as 

follows: - 

No.  licensed  at  31.12,53. 

19 

New  licences  issued  in  1954 

_2 

26 

No,  o'f  moveable  dwellings 
removed  or  ceased  to  be  used 
as  such  during  1953 

10 

No.  licensed  at  31.12.54. 

There  are  no  licenced  cara.van  sites  in  the  District. 

All  the  licensed  moveable  dwellings  have  been  .inspected  during 
the  year  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

(h)  Concluding  remarks  re  Housing.  The  requiremont  of  Section  1 of  the 
Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act,  1954,  that  all  LocaA  Authorities  should 
Vvdthin  12  months  submit  figures  of  unfit  houses  mthin  their  areas 
T/ith  proposa-ls  for  dealing  v/ith  them,  ca.used.  the  Housing  R'ural  Survey 
vrhich  had.  been  in  slow  progress  since  about  1'945  to  be  terrnina.ted.,  and 
late  in  the  year  it  vns  decided  to  8.ppoint  a.  suitable  experienced 
person  to  carr^^  out  an  outline  seirvoy  for  the  p'urposcs  of  the  above 
requirement.  At  the  time  of  prcpaiung  this  report  this  new  survey  has 
been  carried  out  in  17  parishes  and  sufficient  data  obtained  to  submit 
the  necessary  slum  clearance  proposals  to  the  Ilihis'try. 


One  of  the  principal  provisions  of  the  1954  enabled  landlords 
to  increase  rents  to  a.  small  extent  in  respect  of  dwellings  in  good 
repair.  I have  no  direct  evidence  as  to  \7hat  use  landlords  in  the 
District  have  made  of  this  provision,  but  during  1954  in  fact  up 
to  the  date  of  preparing  this  report  not  one  applica.tion  has  been  received 
from  a tenant  for  a ’’Certificate  of  Disrepair”  - 'which  maj^  be  some 
indica.tion  'that  fcY/-,  if  any,  tenants  have  been  required  to  po.y  the 
i'ncrcased  rcnts.  This  a.ttempt  to  bring  about  some  reasonable  rclationsliip 
butv/cen  rents  and  the  present  day  high  cost  of  house  'repairs  and 
maintenance  does  not  a.ppoar  to  have  been  very  realistic. 


V/ATIR  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Mains  Supplies.  During  the  year  10  routine  samples  were  taken  from 

existing  mains  ( 9 bacteriologica.1  and  I chemical) . With  one  exception, 
these  v«3re  all  roporcted  as  satisfactory  - in  the  other  ca.se  a very  lovr 
non-fa.ecal  bacteriological  count  caused  the  sample  to  be  reported  as 
"Suspicious"  - the  ma-fier  was  referred  to  the  Water  and  Scwera>.ge 
Engineer  and  a further  sample  taken  a few  days  later  after  mc.in 
flushing  was  reported  a.s  "highly  satisfactory". 

The  extensive  lengths  of  now  mains  laid  necessitated  the 
talcing  of  53  bo.ctcriological  sauries  to  ensuno  satisfactory^  supplies 
before  the  mains  were  put  into  use.  For  record  purposes  only  the 
results  “v/ere  as  follows:-  Satisfactory  27,  Suspicious  8, 
Unsatisfactoiy  18. 

Note:-  Information  regarding  new  mains  laid  etc.  and  the  number  of 
premises  in  this  District  supplied  vd.th  mains  water  is  conta.ined 
in  a separate  report  prepared  by  the  ''.b.ter  end  Sewerage  Engineer 
attached  hereto. 
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("b)  Private  Siipplies,  The  folloid.ng  table  shovrs  the  ntunber  of  samples  talcen 
from  private  supplies  vd-th  tlie  respective  results:-  . - 


i i Bacteriologicai 

Chemical  ^ | 

j 

1 

No. 

taken 

No,  ' No. 

fit  j doubt- 

! ful 

No. 

unfit 

No. 

taloen 

No.  ! No. 

fit  i doubt- 

1 fvl 

No.  { 
unfit  j 

1 

Shallow 

Mells 

62 

h'  ■" — r " 

1 

13  1 4 

1 

1 

45 

3 

1 

2 ; 

' 

i 1 

1 

I 

i 

1 i 

1 

I 

Bores  • 

7 

1 

6 ! 1 

1 

■ { 

- 

- 

1 

r 

i 

» 

1 

! Total 

i 

69 

j 

19  i 5 

1 

! 

45 

A 

2 

i 

1 

1 i 
i 

L n 

a:  L--  - 

. 1 , -i u .tzi 

In  cases  #iere  alternative  sa.tisfa-ctory  supplies  have  not  been 
available,  shallow  T/ells  have  been  sterilised  mth  sodium  hypochlorite 
folloT/ing  cleaning  out  with  some  measure  of  success. 

No  serious  cases  of  water  shortages'  were  reported  during  the 
year;  Council  water  carting  was  carried  out  on  a small  scale  in  4 
parishes. 

SCAVNNCING, 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  This  service  has  continued  vrarking  quite 
satisfactorily  along  the  same  lines  as  for  -the  past  few  years  - fortnightly 
collection  in  all  Parishes  except  Harleston  wh.ere  a weekly  service  is 
given.  The  same  vehicles  (2  Dennis  10  cu,  yd.  side  loaders  and  Pordson 
Utility  Van)  and  7 naen  have  carried  out  the  work  - one  man  is  employed 
part-time  on  this  v/ork  and  part-time  on  cesspool  emptying.  10  small 
extensions  involving  73  premises  virerc  added  to  the  refuse  collection 
areas  during  the  year,  and  Yilih  new  houses  erected,  brings  the  total  of 
houses  included  in  the  service  to  3,789  (93%  of  3.11  houses  in  'the  District), 

Refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by  semi- controlled  tipping  at 
the  same  5 tips  situated  at  Neybread,  Ashwellthoj:p)e,  Pomcett,  Hempnall 
and  Roydon.  T/ith  the  limited  ajnoamt  of  labour  availa.ble  every  effort  is 
made  to  maintain  these  tips  in  as  satisfactory  a condition  as  possible; 
nuisances  from  flies  and  other  insects  are  kept  down  by  spraying  the  tip 
faces  proprietory  insecticides  and  the  rat-catcher  gives  all  the  tips 

regular  treatments  to  keep  down  tlie  rats, 

8^  tons  of  waste  paper  Avere  sold  during  the  year  for  £42.11,9. 

Sale  of  scrap  alAminium  ref  rise  hods  brought  in  £2, 15,0.  and  £20  -was 
received  for  the  right  to  salvage  light  scrap  iron  from  Weybread  tip. 

(b)  Night  Soil  Collection,  V/eekly  collection  of  the  contents  of  3,0.  pails 
from  premises  in  Harleston  and  the  built  up  parts  of  Piilham  Market, 

Pulham  Mary  and  Ti’^ortivell  has  continued  as  previously.  The  work  was  ■'  ' 
carried  out  by  using  the  Cesspool  Emptier  and  3 men  for  2 nights  per 
week,  and  judging  by  the  absence  of  complaints,  a satisfactory  service 
v/as  given.  Disposal  of  night  soil  in  prepared  "strav/  pans'*  at  an 
isolated  farm  site  ha-s  continued  on  the  same  satisfactory  lines  as 
previously, 

(c)  Cesspool  £mbt:^Ang.  Apart  from  night  soil  collection,  the  Dennis  800 
gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  completed  another  full  years  vrark  emptying 
cesspools,  septic  tanlcs,  scAvage  vrarks  treatment  tanlcs  etc.  all  over  the 
District  and  also  in  the  area.s  of  the  Diss  U.D.C.  and  Loddon  R.D.C, 

Total  mileage  of  this  vehicle  (including  night  soil  Avork)  was  9,465. 

No. of  loads  collected  from  Dopwade  R.D.C.  Housing  Sites  482 

" ” " ” " Private  Premises  within  Depwade  R.D.,..  292 

” ” ” ” ''  Premises  outside  DepA-ade  R.D 370 


1,1M- 


Cesspool  contents  continued  to  lie  disposed  of  on  suitable 
agricultural  arable  land  and  at  the  senage  disposal  v/orks  at  Tibenham 
and  Thorpe  Abbotts  and  ha_s  proved  satisf actor^r. 


SIIRhRVISION  of  gOQD  SUFFUSS  and  PBBlffSSS. 


(a)  Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses.  \Ihen  on  July  1st.  ,1954  meat  was 
derationed,  and  the  use  of  private  slaughterhouses  again  became 
pemissible,  the  Council  agreed  to  a policy  of  licensing  those 
slaughterhouses  capable  of  being  brought  up  to  a reasonably  hygienic 
standard.  l6  applications  for  licences  were  received.  Of  these,  15 
Y/ere  approved  in  principle  subject  to  the  execution  of  improvement 
Y/orks  and  1 refused.  Of  the  15  provisionally  approved  - by  the  end 
of  the  year  10  had  been  brought  up  to  the  required  standend  and 
licences  issued, 

BetvYeen  July  1st.  and  December  31st.  inspection  of  meat  at 
these  10  slaughterhouses  necessitated  42?  visits  and  the  folloY\ring 
table  shows  the  number  of  3.niraals  slaughtered,  the  number  inspected 
and  those  foYind  to  be  diseased: - 


T~— . ... ■ . 

1-  1 

} , 

i 1 

Cattle  Sxclud"; 
ing  CoY/s,  1 

Cov/s. 

Calves. 

1 

1 Sheep  & 
j Lambs, 

i .... 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  1 

I 

362 

..  . j 

20 

1706 

1 - 

1 

2408 

i 

Number  inspected  i 

1 

1 

362  1 

lOCP/o  1 

! 

20 

lOCfo 

637 

37.34^0 

v.o 

r-u) 

CO  . 

cn 

CO 

1614 

68.12*^ 

All  diseases  except  Tubercuiiosis  | 

■ 

i 

. 1 

i 

b'hole  carcases  condemned.  ■ 

j 

— * 

1 

1 

X 

i 

1 

! 

j 

. 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part! 

or  orger  was  condemned  | 

■ ’ 1* 

I 

i 

. 29  1 

5 

■ 

j 

67 

1 fc  of  No.  inspected  affected,  i 

! 

^ 1 
c 

31^5 

. . 

.1% 

i _ 

1 

1 

j 

4.14^0 

Tubercuiiosis  only.  ; 

1 

j 

j 

f 

1 

! '.hole  erreases  condemned  i 

1 

i 

1 

- 

j 

i 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  parti 
or  organ  Vv-a.G  condemned  j 

1 

14  ' 

! 

' 

2 

- 

1 

j, 

i 

64 

i 

fo  of  No.  inspected  affected^ 

1 L 

00 

1 

i - 

( 

3.95fo 

It  vd.ll  be  observed  that  lOC^c  meat  inspection  was  not  ca.rried  out 
in  respect  of  calves,  sheep  and  pigs,  but  the  Council  may  be  assured  tliat 
all  animals  for  consurrtption  in  the  Depwade  area  are  given  lOQ/c  inspection 
and  those  not  seen  are.  intended  for  London  trade  and  are  inspected  on 
arx'ival  at  Smithfield  Market, 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in 
food  animals  Icilled  in  this  District  is  quite  low,  which  is  in  my 
opinion  partly  due  to  the  general  trend  toTfards  the  eradication  of  this 
disease  in  -such  animals  a.nd  partly  to  the  vorj  high  quality  of  meat 
killed  in  this  Disti’ict. 


5. 


(^)  Food  Premises  - General.  The  total  number  of  food  premises  other  than 
da.iries  on  the,  Council*  s Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  wa-s  as  follows: - 


Pood  Shops ...  . , , 

Rish  Stalls  

Rcstaiorants,  hotels,  cafes,  etc. 

Public  Houses 

B alee  houses 

Other  (mi-lls, factories,  etc.)  ... 


130 

3 

10 

81 

10 

10 

214 


Routine  inspections  of  food,  shops  have  been  carried  out  and 
generally  spealcing  the  cleanliness  of  premises  and  food  handling 
hygiene  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  no  serious  contravention 
of  the  requiroments  of  the  Pood,  aaid  D2mgs  Act, 1938,  2j.id  Pood  Handling 
Byelav;s  have  been  encounteD.-ed, 


(c)  3al:ehouses.  The  10  promises  in  use  a.s  balcehouscs  at  the  end  of  1953 
have  continued  in  use  during  1954,  ^?-iT-d-  rogiilar  inspections  have  found 
them  to  be  maintained  in  a.  clean  and  satisfactory^  condition. 

(d)  Danries  and  Hillc  Distribution.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  17 
registered  retail  distributors  of  milk  operating  in  the  District  (a.part 
from  producer-retailers  which  are  registered  and  controlled  by  the 
County  Agricultural  Committee),  '7  of  these  operate  from  premises  outside 
the  District.  Of  the  other  10,  2 use  dairies  at  producers'  premises, 

1 uses  a registered,  dairy,  and  the  other  7 sell  only  milk  v/hich  is 
delivered  to  them  in  bottles. 


These  retailers  ha,vc  been  kept  under  observation  and  no 
contraventions  of  the  ililk  and  Dairies  Regulations  have  been  obscDCved. 

45  licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were  issued  by  the 
Council  as  follows: - 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  Dealers  Licences  , 15 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  Supplementary  Licences  7 

"Pasteurised"  DeaHers  Licences  15 

- "Pasteurised"  Supplementary/'  Licences 8 

45 

(e)  Ice-  Creara.  The  number  of  premises  registered  in  the  District  for  the 
manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice  cream  at  31.12.54  v/as:- 

(a)  for  man-ufacturc  and  sa.lc 1 

(b)  for  sale,  only  ...  42 


The  42  registered  vend.ors  all  sell  ice  cream  prc-;^a.cked  as 
.received  from  manufa.cturers  outside  the  District.  All  the  premises 
T-^ere  inspected  di-uring  the  year  and  no  case  of  a.  contravention  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  or  the  Ice-Cream.  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  was 
found, 

(f)  Inspection  and  Condemnation  of  Other  Foods.  The  following  is  a 

s-ummarised  list  o'f  ad.1  other  foods  condemned  in  uie  District  during 
the  year:- 

15  tins  of  Moat  - 21f.  lbs.  1 tin  of  Milk  - 1 lb. 

1 tin  of  Pish  - 1 lb,  5 tins  of  Fruit 

& Vegetables  - 9k  lbs. 

Arrangom.cnts  are  made  for  this  tinned  food  to  be  collected  by 
the  Refuse  Collectors  and.  it  is  disposed  of  by  burying  on  the  refuse 
tips. 


6, 


FACTORIES  AI^ID  YiTORISHOFS. 


The  nimibcr  of  factories  on  the  Council’ s registeD.'*  at 
Docemhcr  31st.,  195'^t-,  v/as  as  follov/s:- 

Factories  using  mechanical  pon'er  74- 

Factories  without  mechanica.1  power 10 

w 


During  the  year  78  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made 
and  in  2 cases  the  sajiiteuy  accommodation  provided  for  employees  we.s 
fo-und  to  he  in  an  unsatisf actor3^  condition.  In  both  cases  the  required 
work  v/as  canried  out  folloviring  informal  action.  Inspections  were  a.lso 
carried  out  at  pla.ee s vAierc  building  operations  have  been  in  progress 
to  ensiure  that  satisfactory  temporary  sonitar^^  arrangements  have  been 
provided  for  v/orlemen. 

Only  one  factory  in  the  District  is  IcnoTn  to  emplo^^  out^vrarkers 
and  the  statutory  notification  list  received  in  August  1954-  from  this  firm 
contained  the  names  of  tvro  ouWorkers,  one  of  which  was  resident  outside 
the  District.  'One  outworker  living  in  the  District  v/as  referred  from 
Nons/ich  County  Borough.  Tlie  two  outworkers  premises  in  the  District  have 
been  insjjected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory,' 


rod:.iiit  control. 


The  following  table  sumraarises  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  Rodent  Operator  during  the  ycar:- 


Local 

iAuthority 

!_.R3ropc.'rty_ 

: Dw-elling 

1 houses 

1 (incl.C.Hs,  ) 

Agric- 

cultural 

property 

1 Other 

1 prem- 

ses 

r 

1 

1 

Total,  i 

No. of  inspections  of 
properties  as  a result  of 
notif ica.tion,  or  in  the 
course  of  surve^^. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

! 

\ 

! • 
i 

1 2812 

164 

1 

i 

1 

j 321 

i 

‘ 

! 

i 

3361  1 

No, of  infestations  found  (a.' 

ll  2A 

i 94- 

8 

! 19 

14-5  i 

( a)  Iiiinor , ( b ) Ma j or.  ( b^ 

13 

1 29 

■t 

, 

8 

1 10 

' _ .. 

60  i 

1 

No, of  treatments  carried  out. 

, 37 

i 123 

' 

i 

16 

1 

ro 

VD 

205  ; 

\ 

1 

No,  of  dead  rats  1 mice  picked 

up. 

i 378 

i 

' 4-78 

117 

I 108 
' 

1073  j 

In  the  main  occupiers  of  premises  have  been 

found,  to 

be  CO- 

' 

operative  vlth  the  Coimcil' s operator  in 

the  execution 

of  his  duties, 

and  in 

no  case  was  statutory'  action  found  to  be  necessary.  Free  treatment  has  been 
given  at  all  private  houses,  and  charges  made  for  treatm.ent  at  other  premises 
(except  Coxancil  property)  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  cost  to  the  Council. 

All  Co\mcil  sev/era.gc  system.s  vfcre  test  baited  for  rats  d\aring  the 
year,  and  the  only  infestation  found  vra.s  in  one  small  area  a.t  Harleston  vdiich 
was  subsequently  given  two  poison  treatments. 

OTrllR  IvIAT'IRRS. 

In  addition  to  duties  carried  out  under  the  above  main  headings, 
the  usual  routine  investigations  have  been  made  in  respect  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  - as  directed  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  - and  premises  disinfected  where  considered  necessarj?'  and  v^hen 
requested  by  occupiers.  (Figures  as  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
etc.  in  the  District  are  contained  in  the  Medical  Officer’ s report) . All 
day-to-day  complaints  regarding  nuisances  from  foul  ditches,  choked  drains 
etc,  have  been  satisfactority  dealt  with,  and  abated  follo-^^ing  informal  action 


7. 


- in  no  case  vra.s  statutory  a.ction  necessary.  Two  licences  v/ere  issued  under 
the  Pet  ^'ininia.ls  Act,  1951. 

283  plans  were  dealt  vdth  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
Department' s vrark  on  control  of  new  buildings  etc.  under  the  Building  Byelav/s 
and  Town  Planning  - compared  wdth  256  in  1953  a^d  236  in  1952. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  eicpress  my  thanlcs  to  the  Medical 
Officer,  the  Clerk  and  a.il  members  of  the  Council  staff  for  their  assistance 
and  co-opera. tion  in  my  first  year  of  office  as  Senior  Inspector,  and  to  all 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  in  dealing  mth  tlie  various 
contentious  matters  reported  to  them  from  time  to  time. 


P.  C.  TEEK3. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 


DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNGIL, 


— ^ — 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Enp;lneer  for  the  year  1954. 

Mr,  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

In  view  of  the  great  expansion  of  your  water  undertaking,  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  the  increased  provision  of  sewage  disposed  services,  it  is 
felt  that  an  annual  report  from  me  giving  details  of  the  schemes  in 
sei*vice  and  of  the  progress  made  on  other  schemes  should  he  made  to  you. 
Since  this  is  my  first ' report  I am  including  certain  information  to 
enable  you  to  appreciate  the  exact  extent  of  the  services  at  the  end  of 
the  year;  my  future  reports  will  dead  principally  with  the  progress 
made  during  the  year  in  question  and  can  be  read  in  conjunction  with 
this  report  to  obtain  a complete  appreciation  of  the  position. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

1 . Vital  StatistjLcs,. 

^otal  Capital  ^Expenditure. (to  31st .March, 1955) •• • r 
Revenue  Expenditure. (year  ending  31st, March, 1955) • 

Revenue,  do  do  , 

Estimated  population  served 

Number  of  houses  served  direct .o . 

Number  of  houses  served  by’  standpipes,  i. . i , 

Number  of  Metered  supplies. i ........... . 

Length  of  mains  in  service,  in  miles,,,.. 

2 . Composition  of  Undertaliing, 

(a)  HeadworkSc  The  "Council*  s principal  headworks  is  at  Rushall 
which  supplies  the  water  for  the  whole  of  the  eastern  area 
and  the  north-western  area  from  G-issing  northwards.  The  south- 
western area  is  fed  from  the  Diss  U.D.C,  Waterworks  where 

it  was  necessary  to  sirili  an  a-dditional  borehole  and  instal 
pumping  and  treatment  plant  for  which  the  Depwade  R.U.C,  is 
responsible  for  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  cost. 

(b)  Water  Towers.  - Reinf orced-concrete  wader  towers  exist  at 
Pulham  Market,  Burston  and  Bunwell,  and  steel  towers  at 
Harleston  and  Long  Stradton,  the  total  storage  capacity 
being  58O.1OOO  gallons. 

( c)  Wader  Mains.  102  miles  of  water  mains  sxe  in  service,  these 
Being  principally  of  spun  iron  varying  in  size  from  12”  to 
3’*  diameter. 

3.  Brief  Description  of  Supply  System.  The’ water  from  the  Rushall 
Waterworks  is  'pumped  to  the  water  tower  at  Pulham  Market  from  whence 
it  gravitates  to  the  \^ole  of  the  eastern  area,  the  steel  towers  at 
Harleston  and  Long  Stratton  being  used  as  balancing  tanks  in  their 
respective  areas.  The  water  also  gravitates  to  Gissing  and 

Tivet shall  in  the  western  a,rea,  and  to  Forncett  in  the  north-western 
area  where  a Booster  Pumping  Stadion  pumps  the  water  do  the  Bunwell 
tower  from  whence  it  gravitates  to  the  whole  of  the  north-western 
area. 

The  south-western  area’  extends  to  Burston  in  the  north  to  Scole 
and  Dickleburgh  in  the  east.  This  area  is  fed  by  gra.vity  from  the 
Burston  tower,  the  water  being  pumped  thereto  from  the  Diss 
Waterworks, 

Bulli  supplies  are  purchased  from  Loddon  R.  D.C,  ,Wayland  R.  D.C,, 
and  Diss  U.D.C,  to  enable  certain  parishes  to  have  a piped  water 
supply  pending  the  laying  of  "the  necessary  trunk  mains  from  the 
Council's  own  sources. 

4»  Water  Treatment,  The  rawr  water  is  very  hard  and  has  a strong  iron 
content  and  there  are  thus  lime  softening  and  treatment  plants 
at  the  headworks,^  The  water  is  also  chlorinated  and  tests  of  the 
chlorine  content-  and  the  amount  of  hardness  in  the  water  are 
carried  out  daily. 


.£416,000. 
. 21,330, 

. 8,534, 

. 11,273, 
, 3,352. 

, 508, 

. 389. 

. 102, 


5.  Areas  of  supply.  The  following  supplies  were  in  operation  at  the  ' , 

end  of  Uhe  year:-  - - - ‘ - ■ 

, ‘ Number. of  Houses,  .1  

' ;■  Direct  to  i By  j ' j Metered  lEstmtdi  . 

Houses,  Standpipe,  [...Total,  ^ Sup  plies, -Popltn,  i 


Alburgh 

As 1 act on  & Moulton 

Bressingham 

Brockdish 

• Bun'well  & Carleton 
Rode 

Burst  on 
Denton 
Dicklebuj?gh 
Bar sham 
Forncett 
Gissing 
H empnall 
Long-  Stratton 
Morningthorpe 
Needham  ' 

Pulham  Market 
Pulharn  St, Mary 
Redenhall ' with 
Harleston' 

Roydon  

Scole 
Starston 
Tacolneston 
Tasburgh 
Thar s ton 

Tivet shall  St’  Mgt, 
Tivet shall  St,  Mary 
Waoton 
Wort well 


85 

105 

150 

97 


198 

161 

133 

120 

51 

180 

244 

58 

143 

140 


532 

120 

261 

65 

50 

84 

54 

48 


21 

30 


-10 

95 

9 

114 

36 

186 

30 

127 

26 

224 

23 

93 

40 

21 

182 

7 

140 

25 

7 

145 

2I 

208 

40 

284 

12 

87 

10 

68 

19 

162 

9 

149 

81  ■ . 

613 

22 

142 

12 

273 

2 

67 

8 

58 

5 

89 

3 

57 

6 

40 

8 

56 

9 

30 

- 

30 

16 

285 

10 

342 

30 

558 

10 

381 

29 

672 

19 

279 

34 

309 

11 

546 

6 

420 

21 

. 435 

7 

174 

26 

624 

20 

852 

11 

201 

9 , 

■204 

11 

486 

17 

447 

27 

1532 

10 

426 

15 

819 

7 

201 

3 

174 

10 

267 

14 

171 

7 

120 

4 

168 

5 

90 

- 

. 90 

3352 

508 

3860 

389 

11,273 

Position  at  end 
of  1953 

2718 

349 

3067 

292 

9,201 

Inore8,se  during 

1954 

634 

159 

793 

97 

2,072 

Works  constructed  during  1954« 

^tOpTC  progre s s was  made  on  Stage  II  of  your  comprehensive  ■ ■- 
scheme,  and  approximately  J)0  miles  of  new  mains  were  put  into 
service  affording  supplies  to  nearly  8OO  dwellings  and  100  farms 
in  the  following  parishes: - 

Burston,  Bunwell,  _ Car’leton  Rode,  Diss  Hejpvood,  Gissingj 
Brockdish  (Tho2?pe  Abbotts) , Forncett  St.  Peter,  Forncett  St,  Mary, 
Tacolneston  and  Wacton, 

The  construction  of  the  reinf orced-concrete  water  towers  at 
Burston  and  Bunwell  was  completed  during  the  year;  and  the  Booster 
Pumping  Station  at  Forncett  and  the  new  pumping  plant  at  the  Diss 
U.D.C.  Waterworks  were  put  into  operation, 

50  connections  to  the  existing  mains  were  made  during  the  year. 


7 . General  Remarks. 

(a)  Hu shall  Waterworks.  The  daily  consumption  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  I89/OOO  gallons  of  vhich  143;000  gallons  was  obtained 
from  Rushall,  an  increase  of  40^000  gadlons  during  the  year.  The 
estimated  maximum  capacity  of  the  plant  is  200,000  gallons  per 
day  and  it  is  thus  apparent  that  the  time  is  approaching  when 
it  will  be  necessary  to  modernise  the  works. 

The  increased  consumption  made  it  necessary  to  employ  an 
additional  attendant  at  the  waterworks  in  order  that  a double- _ 
shift  could  be  worked.  The  introduction  of  this  system  assisted 
in  reducing  the  cost  of  producing  1,000  gallons  of  water  by  -Jd, 
during  the  year. 


(b)  Fractured  Mains  and  service  pipes,  I8  fractures  were  repaired 
during  the  year,  some  of  v/hich  were  caused  by  the  movement  of  the 


V ‘clay  subsoil  whilst  others  were  due  to  the  corrosive  action  of  the  soil. 
Increasing  evidence  \ms  found  of  the  vital  necessity  for  consumers  to 
complj^  mth  the  Council’s  regulations  with  regard  to  the  protection  of 
service  pipes,  it  being  found  that  unprotected  galvanised  pipes  have 
been  corroded  through  in  less  than  twelve  months  in  some  areas. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


1*  Details  of  existing  schemes. 

Ca)  Public  Health  Act"  Schemes.  Village  sewerage  schemes  are  in 
exis^E^ce  at  Harleston,  Long  Stratton,  Dicklebur^  and  Hempnall, 
and  at  Scole  the  disposal  works  for  the  village  scheme  has  been 
constructed  but  only  the  sewers  necessary  to  serve  the  Council 
houses  have  as  yet  been  laid. 

(b)  Housing  Site  Schemes.  Small  schemes  have  been  constructed  for 
the  following  housing  sites  which  are  thus  able 
drainage  facilities:- 

Brockdish 

Bressinghara,  The  Common 
Bressingham,  School 
Bunwcll,  Greenways 
Carleton  Rode,Flaxlands  & Greenwaj^s 
Fritton,  School  Road 
Forncett  St.  Peter 

Pulham  Market , Julians  Wa^r  & Mill  Lane 
Pulhara  St,  Mar Norwich  Road  & Station  Rd. 

Roydon 

Tasburgh,  The  Turnpike 
Tivet shall  Nr, School  and  Green  Lane 
Tacol  nest  on,  Turnpike  and  West  Wa^r 
Tharston 
Wort well 

Thorpe  Abbott s (ex, Air  Ministry  Works), 

Tibenham  do 

Fersfield  do 

2,  Works  completed  during  1954* 

( a)  Publ ic  H ealth  Act ’ S cheme s . 

l)ickleburgh.  Conversion  of  E.Ci’s  to  W,  C.’s 
of  private  properties  to  the  sewer. 
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Housing  Site  Schemes, 

?harston.  Laying  of  sewers  and 
three  housing  sites  conta,ining 
Pulham  Market.  Laying  of  Wat er 
extension  of  the  housing  site. 
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I ami,  ladies  and.  gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.O.  CHILVER. 


Water  & Sewerage  Engineer, 


